
 

SOCIOLOGY OF MARX 

SOCI 4900 Section 706 
Online

Instructor: Helen Potts, Ph.D. Phone: 940.369.7801 
Email: Helen.Potts@unt.edu Office:  Chilton Hall, 390H 

Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 10:00 am–11:00 am and 1:00 pm–2:00 pm; or by 
appointment 

“Surround yourself with people who make you happy. People who make you laugh, who 
help you when you’re in need. People who genuinely care. They are the ones worth 
keeping in your life. Everyone else is just passing through.” – Karl Marx 

Required Reading 

The required reading for this course is:  
Freedman, R. (1990). The Marxist System: Economic, Political, and 
Social Perspectives Chatham House Publishers. ISBN-10: 0-934540-31-4 

Additional readings will be provided through Blackboard, under Course 
Content.  

Course Overview 

This course introduces students to Marx’s thought, writings, intentions, like-minded philosophers, 
and heart. It will pay great attention to Marx’s theory and practice. Readings will discuss the 
structure and contemporary relevance of basic concepts such as proletariat, alienation, capital, 
class struggle, ideology, and revolution. The goal of this course is not just to have students learn 
about Marx’s theory but to truly understand how to apply them in our everyday lives. As you 
immerse yourself in Marxist theory you begin to take an active role as a critical thinker in our 
world. At times this class may seem unorthodox in its presentation as the benefit of the whole will 
be our main overarching goal. What this means will largely be left to the students around you. As 
Marx stated: “I am nothing but I must be everything.” Once you figure out what this means, you 
will understand the course. 

SOCI 4900| Sociology of Marx – Spring 2018 1 

mailto:Helen.Potts@unt.edu


Course Objectives Course Declaration: Living Marx 

A graduate of this course will demonstrate one’s education by:  

 Thinking, reading, and writing critically and communicating effectively;
 Functioning competently and displaying adaptability in an ever-changing technological

environment;
 Objectively evaluating scientific data and mathematical information;
 Understanding the importance of history and culture as well as one’s place in them;
 Developing disciplined work habits and study skills that can be transferred to everyday

life;
 Nurturing curiosity and maintaining open-mindedness and respect for differing

viewpoints;
 Collaborating with and helping others to learn; and
 Pursuing opportunities for lifelong learning.

…exemplify leadership by: 

 Acting as an exemplary model of moral conduct;
 Modeling selfless behavior by such practices as listening to and working cooperatively

with others;
 Developing group cohesiveness and helping others to work together as a team;
 Motivating others to work up to their potential; and
 Holding oneself and others accountable for their behavior and for the correct and timely

accomplishment of tasks.

…exhibit strength of character by: 

 Assuming responsibility for one’s actions, taking ownership of one’s decisions, and
accepting the consequences;

 Making decisions that are guided by understanding, reason, foresight, fairness and love,
regardless of the risks; and

 Living according to the beliefs that “whatever hurts my brother hurts me” and “whatever
helps my brother helps me.”

…reflect a commitment to inclusiveness and a concern for humanity by: 

 Appreciating and encouraging diversity;
 Treating all persons and all faiths with respect, compassion, and understanding; and
 Offering help to those who are in need, willingly and regardless of personal convenience.
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Course Format 

This course is based on a three day schedule with 50-minutes each granted for each day. In general, 
class will meet on Mondays and Wednesdays. Fridays will be reserved for paper exploration and 
discussion work online. You should use Friday’s time to the best of your ability. Since you will have 
this time, there will be no allowance of late work, missed work, or make-up work. All papers and 
assignments should be well crafted during Friday time periods. There will be no excuse for poor 
writing skills, procrastination, or lack of organization within the course.  

Additionally, since all Fridays will be individual work time (unless otherwise stated), students should 
complete all of the prior week’s readings during this time and come prepared to discuss the readings 
and make worthy contributions to the course. Students who do not feel compelled to read for the 
course, should drop the course immediately as this course will be run similar to a 5000-level readings 
course in discussion format.  

Exams and Assignments 

Exams:  There will be a total of two exams (Mid-term and Final):  exams will be worth 100 points 
each.  Exams will cover material from the book, assigned online readings, lectures, class discussions 
and videos. The dates and material covered by each exam is set forth in the course outline located at 
the end of this document. 

Explanation Papers: Students will complete two, 1 ½ -page explanations on one concept of your 
choice discussed in the weeks prior to the deadline. You must explain the concept you have chosen 
(e.g., alienation, history, materialism, so on). You should not respond to the argument critically. The 
paper should merely explanation a concept. More details will be discussed in class. You may only 
chose a topic that has been recently discussed. Topics cannot be repeated by an individual. Each 
explanation paper is worth 25 points. No points will be awarded for fluff material. 

Discussion Questions: Each week students will be required to post a well-thought and constructive 
discussion question. Throughout the semester students must post a total of 12 discussion questions. 
No more than one discussion question can be posted each week. Questions must be based on the 
readings covered prior to the in-class discussion on that topic. No points will be awarded for poorly 
written questions, off-topic questions, yes/no questions, etc. All discussion questions must be 
submitted in Blackboard by Sunday at noon. Each discussion question is worth 2 points, for a total of 
24 points in the semester. Discussion questions should be thought-provoking or ask a question you 
would like to understand more deeply. 

Proposal: Students will submit a one-page proposal stating the contemporary topic of your 
Application Paper and the application you intend to pursue (this must include your general line of 
thinking and key concepts you intend to explore). This proposal is worth 25 points. 

Application Paper:  This paper will require students to choose a contemporary social issue in our 
society and apply the knowledge of Marx’s theory to the topic. This paper should make a complex, 
well-defined argument in which you carefully use (apply) the theoretical material we have covered 
in exploring the cultural object or phenomenon of your choosing. You must use key concepts defined 
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by Marx and covered in the course material. This paper will be discussed further in class. The 
Application Paper should be between 5 to 7 pages and is worth 100 points. 

Attendance  
Class attendance is important and is required.  Absences not only cause students to miss the material 
presented and discussed in class, but also tend to disrupt group activities. In addition, students tend 
to do better in any college course if they attend regularly. 

University approved absences will be considered excused and are not subject to penalty. University 
excused absences include those necessitated by university sponsored events, or an illness which 
results in some form of visit to a medical doctor. All excused absences require written documentation 
(e.g., indication of illness by a medical doctor, form from athletic department) which must be 
provided within three days of return to classes.  For more information on university approved 
absences, please consult the undergraduate catalog. 

Student absences which do not qualify as “university excused” may be excused by the instructor on 
a case-by-case basis.  Students are advised not to view the allowance of three unexcused absences as 
vacation from school, but rather as a contingency in case of an event that would not typically qualify 
as an excused absence (car problems, traffic issues, work conflict, etc.).  

Grade Calculation 
Final grades will be determined through the use of a point system.  The maximum value of each exam 
and assignment along with the range of points associated with each letter grade are listed in the 
tables below.  Throughout the term, students may keep up with their point totals by reviewing their 
grades on Blackboard. 

Point Letter 
Assignment Value Grade Point Range 
Mid-term Exam  100     A         360 - 400 points 

    B        320 – 359 points 
    C         280 – 319 points 
    D       240 – 279 points 
    F   239 points or below 

Final exam 100 
Explanation Papers (2 @ 25 points each) 
Discussion Questions (12 @ 2 points each) 

50 
24 

Proposal 
Application Paper  

26 
100 

TOTAL 400 

Additional Course Policies and Procedures 

Blackboard:  Copies of the syllabus and assignments will be posted on Blackboard.  All assignments 
must be posted via Blackboard to receive credit.  
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Reading and preparation for class: Each student is expected to have completed all assigned 
chapters before class. Please note that students are responsible for the assigned reading material 
whether we discuss it in class or not.  

Make-up policy:  There are NO make-up exams provided.  All students must take the final exam.  Any 
student who does not take the final exam will automatically fail the course. 
Students are typically given seven days to complete the reading assignments and associated quizzes. 
Regardless of the circumstances, students who miss quizzes will not be allowed to make them up.    

Extra credit:  There will be no extra credit in this course. Please do not ask. 

Late papers or assignments:  All papers and assignments must be submitted via Blackboard before 
the posted deadline to be graded.  Late papers/assignments will not be accepted.  Any paper or 
assignment sent via email or received in person will not be graded.  Students may either submit 
papers in Microsoft Word or PDF as attachments or they may cut and paste the content of their 
papers/assignments into the submission window in Blackboard.  If in doubt, cut and paste!  Papers 
that are submitted in a different format or that cannot be opened will not be graded.   

Cell phones:  Use of a cell phone during class for any purpose is not allowed unless approved in 
advance by the instructor.  Students caught using a cell phone (checking for messages, texting, etc.) 
will be asked to leave the class and 10 points will be automatically deducted from the student’s grade. 
Do not have your cell phone out during class.  

Classroom conduct:  Tardiness and leaving early are very disruptive to the instructor and other 
students.  Class will start on time, so please make sure you are present at the beginning of the class 
period.  Please let the instructor know prior to the beginning of class if you absolutely must leave 
early and make sure your exit distracts others as little as possible. 

Please make every effort to respect others. Disagreements are allowed and expected, but the focus 
should be on ideas rather than on the individual who expresses them. Signs of disrespect that will 
not be tolerated include but are not limited to, having background conversations when others are 
talking, packing up early when others are still talking or asking questions, and working on material 
for other classes. 

Students must secure permission from the instructors to use a laptop computer during class. 
Students who are given permission, but use the laptop for any purpose other than to take lecture 
notes, will lose that privilege. 

Please note that poor classroom conduct will be reflected in your grade regardless of how well 
you do on exams, quizzes or other assignments.  

University Policy on Scholastic Dishonesty 

The University of North Texas is very clear on this point. Students must do their own work. Cheating 
on exams, quizzes, plagiarism, or any other form of scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated. 
Detailed explanations of the UNT’s standards of academic integrity for students may be found in the 
UNT Policy Manual at http://policy.unt.edu/policydesc/student-standards-academic-integrity-18-1-
16. 
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If it is determined that a student has cheated on an exam or has committed plagiarism, he or she will 
automatically fail that exam or assignment and a zero will be entered for the grade.  The student will 
also be reported to UNT’s Office of Academic Integrity. 

Students Requiring Special Accommodation 

If you have a condition that requires accommodation in this course, please notify the instructor 
during the first week of class.  Any necessary or appropriate accommodations will be made provided 
that timely notice is received, and that the arrangement is consistent with recommendations from 
Disability Services, when applicable.  Students who require this type of assistance should contact the 
Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) at (940) 565-4323, or at TTY (940) 369-8652 to make 
appropriate arrangements.  Information on the services provided by the ODA as well as application 
procedures is available at http://www.unt.edu/oda/index.html. Information on UNT’s policies 
related to disability accommodations is available at http://policy.unt.edu/policy/18-1-14.  

Please note that disability accommodations are not retroactive.  Accommodations will be made only 
after a disability is officially verified. 

Problems, Questions, Concerns 

Students are strongly encouraged to speak with the instructor if you are having problems with the 
course or if you have other concerns. The best way to reach the instructor outside of class is by e-mail.  
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COURSE OUTLINE 

Face-to-Face Meeting Schedule (topics subject to change): 

WEEK DAY DATE TOPIC DUE 

1 
M 1.29 Introduction to Course 
W 1.31 60 Minutes Film 
F 2.2 Online Work 

2 
M 2.5  NO CLASS Due Sun., 9.4: Discussion 1: 

Ch. 1: Introduction 
W 2.7 Ch.1: Introduction 
F 2.9 Online Work 

3 
M 2.12 Communist Manifesto (Pt. I) Due Sun., 9.11: Discussion 2: 

Communist Manifesto 
W 2.14 Communist Manifesto (continued) 
F 2.16 Online Work 

4 
M 2.19 Civil Disobedience (Thoreau) Due Sun., 9.18: Discussion 3: 

Civil Disobedience 
W 2.21 Civil Disobedience (continued) 
F 2.23 Online Work 

5 
M 2.26 Ch. 3: The Theory of Alienation Due Sun., 9.25: Discussion 4: 

Ch. 3: The Theory of Alienation 
W 2.28 Ch. 3 Continued 
F 2.30 Online Work  Explanation Paper 1 DUE 

6 
M 3.3 Ch. 4: Economic Systems Due Sun., 10.2: Discussion 5: 

Ch. 4: Economic Systems 
W 3.5 Ch. 4 Continued 
F 3.7 Online Work 

7 
M 3.10 Mid-term Study Guide (at home) Complete Study Guide at-home 
W 3.12 Review for Mid-term Exam Study Guide Review in-class 
F 3.14 Mid-term Exam  Mid-term Exam DUE 

8 
M 3.17 Ch. 5: Scientific Socialism Due Sun., 10.16: Discussion 6: 

Ch. 5: Scientific Socialism 
W 3.19 Ch. 5 Continued 
F 3.21 Online Work  Proposal DUE 

9 
M 3.24 Ch. 6: The Materialist Conception of 

History 
Due Sun., 10.23: Discussion 7: 
Ch. 6: The Materialist 
Conception of History 

W 3.26 Ch. 6 Continued 
F 3.28 Online Work 
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10 
M 3.31 Ch. 7: The Economic Interpretation of 

History 
Due Sun., 10.30: Discussion 8: 
Ch. 7: The Economic 
Interpretation of History 

W 4.2 Ch. 7 Continued 
F 4.4 Online Work 

11 
M 4.7 Ch. 8: The Superstructure Due Sun., 11.6: Discussion 9: 

Ch. 8: The Superstructure 
W 4.9 Ch. 8 Continued 
F 4.11 

12 
M 4.14 Ch. 9: Value and Price Due Sun., 11.13: Discussion 10: 

Ch. 9: Value and Price 
W 4.16 Ch. 9 Continued 
F 4.18 Online Work  Explanation Paper 2 DUE 

13 
M 4.21 Ch. 10: Capitalism Due Sun., 11.20: Discussion 11: 

Ch. 10: Capitalism 
W 4.23 Online Work (finish reading Ch. 10) 
F 4.25 NO CLASS- HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 

14 
M 4.28 Ch. 11: Communism Due Sun., 11.27: Discussion 12: 

Ch. 11: Communism 
W 4.30 Ch. 11 Continued 
F 5.2 Online Work Application Paper DUE 

15 
M 5.5 Review for FINAL EXAM 
W 5.7 Review for FINAL EXAM 
F 5.9 NO CLASS 

16 
5.9-
5.14 

FINAL EXAM  
Opens at 1a on 12.9 

DUE by 12.14 at 11pm 

NOTE: Every Saturday night from 11:00pm until 2:00am CDT Sunday morning, Blackboard is 
offline.  All quiz answers or submissions made during this time will NOT be recorded. 

Blackboard/Online Student Help Line: 
 Email: clearhelp@unt.edu 
Phone: (940) 565-2324 
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Online Schedule and Due Dates: 

Week Activity Points Start 
Date 

Day Start 
Time 

Due 
Date 

Day Due 
Time 

6 Explanation 
Paper 1 

25 1.29 Mon 5:00 pm 1.30 Fri 11:00 pm 

7 Mid-term Exam 100 3.14 Fri 1:00 am 3.14 Fri 11:00 pm 

8 Proposal 26 4.29 Mon 5:00 pm 4.21 Fri 11:00 pm 

12 Explanation 
Paper 2 

25 4.15 Sat 1:00 am 4.18 Fri 11:00 pm 

11 Application Paper 100 4.31 Mon 1:00 am 4.2 Fri 11:00 pm 

16 Final Exam 100 5.9 Fri 1:00 am 5.14 Wed 11:00 pm 

*Weekly Discussion Questions due the Sunday prior to the in-class discussion covering the
topic. Discussion Questions are due every Sunday by 11pm. 
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